
N
SW

 C
ut

 F
lo

w
er

s

Webinar 3: Plastic sleeves – 
challenges and opportunities
27 November 2025



Acknowledgement of country

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the Country that we work on throughout Australia and recognise their continuing connection 

to land, waters and culture. We pay our respects to their Elders past and present, and we acknowledge emerging leaders.  Moreover, we 

express gratitude for the knowledge and insight that Traditional Owners and other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peopl e contribute 

to our shared work in Australia.

We pay respects to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. We recognise that Australia was founded on the genocide and 

dispossession of First Nations people and acknowledge that sovereignty was not ceded in this country. We embrace the spirit o f 

reconciliation, working towards self-determination, equity of outcomes, and an equal voice for Australia’s First People.



Anne-Maree Boland 
RMCG 

Rita Feldmann
Sustainable Floristry Network

Yasmin Wessels
Circular Plastics NZ
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Ingrid Padovano

Speakers



Reduction in single use 
plastics and chemicals in the 
NSW cut flower industry
Dr Anne-Maree Boland, Dr Kristen Stirling, Ellie Buchanan & Jesse Clune

This project has been funded by AgriFutures and the NSW Government under the NSW Storm 

and Flood Industry Recovery Program (SFIRP).
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This Storm and Flood Industry Recovery project is jointly funded by the Australian and NSW governments under Disaster Recovery Funding 
Arrangements

Collaborative project working with the FGGNSW, WFA, SFN and PCA.

Developed to: 

▪ Support a more sustainable and resilient flower industry

▪ Protect the environment

▪ Create a safer product for florists and consumers

PlasticsChemicals
Two key focus 
areas:

WHAT AND WHY
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R E S O U R C E S
▪ Fact sheets
▪ Three-part webinar series

▪ Recycling solutions for on-farm plastics (Part 1)
▪ Chemical containers and pots

▪ Recycling solutions for on-farm plastics (Part 2)
▪ Seed/fertiliser bags and greenhouse skins

▪ Rethinking plastic sleeves: challenges and opportunities (Part 3)

Pollution of waterways and soil Reduce reliance on plastics End-of-life solutions – reuse & 
recycling

PLASTICS
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WASTE HIERARCHY
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T O P  P R I O R I T Y  P L A S T I C S

▪ Pots and propagation trays
▪ Crates
▪ Irrigation piping
▪ Plastic flower sleeves
▪ Chemical containers

IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT
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On our website are a range of resources:

▪ Fact sheets

▪ Webinars

▪ Podcasts

▪ Videos.

RESOURCES











































What do we do?
• Collect plastic flower sleeves, stopping highly recyclable plastic entering landfills
• Recycle the material 
• Make 100% recycled sleeves stopping the need for virgin plastic
• Make the sustainable option the easy option 



In New Zealand
• Set up a plastic collection ‘hubs’
• Collected and recycled 5 tonnes of plastic sleeves
• Introduced 100% recycled sleeves to the market



Florist Feedback



There is no one size fits all
• Florists, growers and wholesalers operate differently.
• Its not about finding the perfect solution, its about understanding materials and their 

properties as well as your needs and your customers needs. Then an informed decision 
can me made

• If we understand materials we make better choices



Challenges/Lessons
• Things work better when we work together, we need economies of scale
• Educating people that plastic can be used responsibly
• Industry wide change is not easy, the more we talk about it the more people find out and 

want to be involved. Tell a friend!





Panel Q&A Session
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